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The Very Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
The ‘Very Good’ things include the successful Shiplake Party & Picnic and Wargrave & 

Shiplake Regatta events of the Summer, covered in this extended issue of the newsletter, 

as is the significant progress made on the results of the SVP action plan (see page 2), and 

successfully getting OCC Highways and Thames Water to identify and start resolving the 

drainage issues at the level crossing in Lower Shiplake. There is more than that and you 

will quickly see there is also a lot happening in the villages in the run up to Christmas and 

the New Year that you can enjoy. 

Unfortunately, there are some ‘Bad’ things to report such as planning decisions for 

the A4155, the closure of Sydney Harrison House, as well as the  ‘Ugly’ in the form of the 

cameras installed at the level crossing.  

Before moving onto all of these things, our many thanks for the positive response to 

the first issue of Shiplake News and please do not hesitate to give us your views in the 

future at newsletter@shiplakevillages.com. 

The Shiplake Party and Picnic 
Don’t say no one listens. In the Shiplake Villages Plan survey you told us you wanted 

more community wide activities. A stalwart team led by Helen Robinson and Ray Wild set 

about delivering on that 

request and came up with 

the Shiplake Party and 

P i c n i c .  A  c r o w d 

approaching 400 turned up 

for the event on Sunday 

September 14
th

 and with a 

programme that catered for 

all tastes the event was 

judged a great success.  

A Children’s Fun Run 

was one of the highlights 

with 75 children coming to the start line  - too many for a single run so the first run was 

for up to 8 year olds, and the second, longer run, for those over 8, all of whom took part 

in a pre-race energetic ‘warm up’ routine, choreographed by Melanie Webb and her 

dance team.  Medals were awarded, water was available and, yes, sweets…it was big day 

out for the younger ones in the community. 

 The Shiplake ‘Tug of War’ Championship was exciting, closely fought and slightly 

controversial. The pubs competition was a revival of something that took place regularly 

many years ago. The Baskerville beat The Plowden Arms over 3 ‘pulls’ but it was alleged 

that they had the benefit of a slight slope! A Lower Shiplake vs. Shiplake Cross event 

followed, and Lower Shiplake seemed to win. There was no clear winner in the final 

event in which scores of people, mainly children, took part and thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. 
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The children’s play area made of straw bales was 

extremely popular for both play and construction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Beat the Goalie’, football, table tennis and face painting 

were also popular. In many ways it just seemed that they 

got on with doing the things they enjoy doing….playing 

games, exercising their limbs and creative spirits, running 

around and making new friends. 

Music is always important at these events and there 

was no shortage of that with music and entertainment 

provided all afternoon by the Shiplake College BTEC Band, 

The Shiplake Community Choir, Gareth Evans, RyeWolf and 

the Shiplake hand bell ringers. Amongst all that there were 

performances from street dancers. 

What else do you need at a party? Food and drink. 

Many people brought their own picnic tables and chairs, 

hampers, bottles of wine and, yes, probably supplemented 

it at the Great Mobile Bar Company.  Shiplake Butcher’s as 

always delivered a highly hospitable BBQ and the Ice 

Cream van was a big draw. 

Shiplake Villages Plan Continues to Deliver 

Progress on the Shiplake Villages Plan (SVP) continues 

apace. The Party and Picnic detailed above was a major 

success. Many thanks to Helen Robinson, Ray Wild and 

their team for making it happen. If the village would like 

to see this event become a regular feature of the annual 

calendar then your support is essential and anyone 

interested in helping should contact Helen or Ray at 

svp@shiplakevillages.com. 

Other successes include the re-siting of the speed 

camera on the Reading Road, which has already had a 

notable calming effect on traffic both leaving and entering 

the village. Richard Curtis, with much support from the 

College, and David Bartholomew have worked tirelessly to 

bring this about. In a similar vein we have succeeded in 

getting OCC and the Police to take the idea of a 20mph 

throughout Lower Shiplake seriously; traffic monitoring has 

been undertaken subject to which a parish wide 

consultation process should follow. 

There is good news relating to improvements to our rail 

services. Starting in December we will see the introduction 

of an additional late night train between Shiplake and 

Paddington and in May 2015 there are proposals to 

increase the frequency of the trains stopping at Shiplake, 

between Henley and Twyford-see the website for more 

details. 

Now for the bad news; someone thought it appropriate 

to install new cameras at the level crossing. The cameras 

which look like something out of George Pal’s 1953 film 

‘War of the Worlds’ are not entirely consistent with the 

rural nature of our environment. While safety is clearly 

important, the Parish Council are being urged to work with 

Network Rail to find a more subtle solution.  

More information about these and other projects can 

be found on the village website and if you have any 

comments please write to me Dennis Oliver at 

svp@shiplakevillages.com  

A Shiplake Logo? 

This idea was proposed in the Shiplake Villages Plan 

Report with a 

suggested possible 

design. Residents were 

asked for their views 

with a number of 

positive responses 

received. 

The Party and Picnic 

p l a n n i n g  g r o u p 

decided to use the 

logo on the event banners, posters, flyers, T shirts and 

notifications on the website.  This activity prompted an 

alternative design suggestion. Residents views were 

canvassed via the website: a substantial majority preferred 

the original logo.  

Given its positive reception, you may wish to adopt or 

integrate it in some way for your club, organization, group 

etc. Go to www.shiplakevillages.com/logo for more details 

and to download the logo. 

Badgers Walk Playground Improvements 
It is clear that the existing playground is underutilised 

and has a paucity of equipment; it was identified in the 

continued on page 4                                                     
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Shiplake Villages Plan as a facility that could be 

significantly improved with better and more imaginative 

equipment. The demographics of the villages suggests 

there are over 100 children up to the age of 12 in Lower 

Shiplake who could benefit. The SVP Steering Group and 

the council developed a number of options, and 

consulted with residents via the parish website. The 

responses strongly favoured the option below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hopeful of securing funding from a number of 

sources.  Given the size, location and local demographics 

you will note the improvements are targeted at a 

younger age group.  

Note: The four options can be viewed on the website. 

Memorial Hall Needs You 
The trustees of Memorial Hall have done an outstanding 

job in raising the funds necessary to upgrade one of our 

villages most prized assets. However old buildings require 

constant attention and the roof 

is now in need of renovation. 

While fund raising will continue 

to play its part, the trustees 

believe that a marketing plan to 

grow income is also vital. If you 

have marketing skills and would 

like to be part of a small team 

assigned to develop a revenue 

growth strategy for the hall, then 

without delay please contact  

Dennis Oliver at 

svp@shiplakevillages.com  

Electrification – a benefit and a daunting 

prospect! 
The feasibility study to electrify our branch line should 

be completed next year with the preferred ‘Design Plan’ 

presented for government approval in late 2015. 

Installation is likely to occur in 2017. Electrification, 

however, is something of a ‘mixed bag’; there are positives 

and there are some negatives.  

On the plus side, being part of an electrified network 

should mean improved reliability, a cleaner and quieter 

service and the possibility of more frequent services. 

Importantly for commuters, it is currently planned that 

train services should operate as normal during installation 

work and construction plant and machinery be kept at a 

nearby ‘site residential area’, not in the car park. 

The downside is that there will be an urbanising impact 

on the village with the presence of steel gantries every 40-

60 metres, supporting cables to a height of approx. 6 

metres. For safety reasons, swathes of vegetation i.e. 

hedges, trees etc. will be removed within 6.6 metres of the 

outside rails of the track (each side). Also, to keep the train 

service operational the work will take place predominantly 

at night over several weeks, causing disruption to many 

who live close to the railway line. 

There is a high probability that the scheme will go 

ahead and it is therefore imperative that we work with 

Network Rail to minimise the adverse effects referenced 

above. Our recent experience with the installation of the 

new cameras at the level crossing, however, is a wake up 

call to what could happen. We are making every effort, 

working with Network Rail, to ensure the community’s 

views are taken into account and we retain the rural 

character of the villages, which everyone values so highly. 

Sydney Harrison House 
As discussed in the Open Forum session at the October 

parish council meeting and reported afterwards in the 

Henley Standard, Sydney Harrison House is apparently due 

to close by April 2015. There appears to have been little 

formal communication with residents or the council over 

the closure of the property nor the future plans for it, 

other than the standard of the accommodation provided 

does not meet current standards. This is a valuable site and 

may be redeveloped with the loss of affordable housing for 

the elderly in our community and the focal point for a 

number of the local societies and organisations, as 

succinctly stressed by Eddie Ryder on behalf of all those 

affected. Members of the parish council have since met 

with Jude McCaffrey, Head of Housing and Steve Lynch, 

Director of Property & Development, to discuss the 

future of the building. SOHA’s response is that they have 

decided to close the building and have four options: sell 

it; re-model the site; fully re-develop the site; and find a 

strategic partner with whom to work with on the first 3 

options. The parish council will monitor the situation 

and formal stress its concerns to SOHA. Five of the 13 

residents have been found alternative accommodation 

at this time. 

 ‘Pop-up’ Cafes, Charity events & ‘Get-

togethers’ 
These continue to be successful, not least in the case of 

the Cafes in raising money for charities such as the 

MacMillan Cancer Research. The ‘Get- togethers’ at The 

Baskerville has broken new ground by initiating 

something that simply creates an opportunity for people 

who have never talked together before to meet over a 

coffee. Come to the Xmas one on Tuesday 9th 

December at 10.30am. Register on the website to 

receive regular email updates.   
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Council Matters 
What a wonderful summer we have had and certainly 

one of the highlights was the first Shiplake Picnic and Party. 

I should like to thank my colleagues on the council for 

all the hard work they have and continue to put in on our 

behalf. I should also like to thank the Shiplake Village Plan 

Steering Group and all the volunteers across the Parish 

who give up their time for our community. 

I say this because there is so much going on in the 

Parish at the moment: big issues include the Thames Farm 

appeal in December, keeping an eye on Lafarge 

developments at Sonning and the Reading third bridge 

discussions. Also, the future of  Sidney Harrison House is 

under review and we need to ensure that the council 

represents the interests of residents and the community in 

any future development at the site. 

 Other items high on the council’s agenda include: the 

question of a ‘parish-wide’ 20 mph as part of our continual 

review of road safety; discussions with Network Rail 

regarding a cycle path and the cameras at the level 

crossing, which a great many residents have objected to; 

the significantly increased level of planning applications 

and the investment being made in the bus shelters and 

notice boards. Reported separately is the progress being 

made with the local authorities and Thames Water and the 

development of a Shiplake ‘flood plan’, reflecting on 

progress with the county (OCC) led summit. 

Many of you will also have noted that the parish 

boundary has been extended and we are leading 

discussions with a number of adjoining parishes for the 

extension of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

to include areas within our parish. You will find articles in 

this issue of the newsletter on most of these initiatives, 

which reflect your responses embodied within the Shiplake 

Villages Plan and the work being done on all our behalf by 

the SVP Steering group. As you can see, a very busy time! 

Your support of our website, which is now one of the best 

of its kind, is important as we increasingly use it to improve 

communications in the parish. 

Parish Elections 
Please note the parish elections are coming up next 

year and if you would like to support your community 

think about becoming a councillor and contact Roger 

Hudson via shiplakepc@hotmail.com or 07809 829628 

for further details. No previous experience necessary, 

just an enthusiasm to ensure the villages of Shiplake 

continue to be a great place to live. The more 

nominations the better. 

Tribute to Ann Ducker MBE 
Ann was involved in the SODC council for over 31 years, 

leading it SODC for many years. If there was a job to be 

done or advice was needed, people would look to Ann 

Ducker. She was a dependable, honourable, much loved 

character within the South Oxfordshire Community who 

cared about a vast range of issues, be it crooked 

pavements to wider issues over housing policies and 

public services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A great leading lady  

Elizabeth Ann Ducker MBE - 16.4.1943 – 21.9.2014 

Ann fought tirelessly for local people to have efficient 

services readily available and was the local knowledge 

bank on such a diversity of issues, with a passion to see 

local businesses thriving.  Her services were commended 

by receiving an MBE in 2010 for services to local 

government. With a true passion and professional 

approach to politics, she was always inspired by and up to 

date on national and global issues.  

Planning Issues 
It should come as no surprise to residents to learn that 

the impact of building development in Shiplake has 

increased significantly: from 39 planning applications 

received in 2013 to 51 as at the end of October - a running 

rate increase of 50%. Through the consultation process the 

parish council has had a measure of success in getting 

applicants to amend infill and extension plans to the 

benefit of neighbours. We were, though, disappointed that 

the SODC Planning Committee did not heed our warnings 

on the A4155 road safety issues and granted planning 

permission  for the Chelford House site and for an access 

on the plot of land further along that road. However, the 

committee did listen to our concerns over the Collingwood 

site application on Baskerville Lane, which led it to instruct 

modification of the proposed plans. One major concern for 

the future stems from the recent grant of planning 

permission by OCC to Lafarge for an extension to their 

gravel extraction operation in Sonning Eye. If successful, 

our joint plan with neighbouring parishes to extend the 

AONB should limit further advance of these operations 

downstream towards Shiplake. 

Housing and Thames Farm 
The immediate major planning issue is the enquiry 

which is due to be heard regarding SODC’s decision to 

refuse planning permission for a development of 110 

houses on the Thames Farm site. This will be held at 

Henley Town Hall, starting on Tuesday 9
th

 December and is 

projected to last 8 days. The parish council, along with 
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Harpsden Parish Council, will be supporting SODC in 

robustly opposing this appeal. We are working with a 

leading planning consultant in the preparation of the 

parish’s case. Further details of the enquiry arrangements 

will be advised shortly via the website as soon as made 

public. 

Residents will be aware that proposals for the Joint 

Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood Plan (JHHNP) were 

published during the summer but following public 

consultation, the results were considered inconclusive. A 

number of new sites, such as Henley College, have now 

been brought forward and the current position is that the 

JHHNP working party is re-considering proposals  with 

further news awaited. 

Shiplake/Harpsden Parish Boundary Changes 
Following public consultation, the recommendations 

made by Shiplake and Harpsden Parish Councils have been 

confirmed by SODC as part of the Community Governance 

Review. These changes, principally the extension of 

Shiplake parish to include the whole of Northfield Avenue 

and Bolney Road, will come into effect with the current 

update of the electoral register. Maps showing the changes 

can be seen on the website at  www.shiplakevillages.com  

Flooding Update 

After much lobbying, the parish council secured an on-

site meeting with OCC and Thames Water engineers to 

discuss the serious flooding problem experienced in 

Station Road by the car park, during last winter. As a result 

of this OCC identified that they needed to clear and re-line 

a root-blocked highway drainage pipe. They have now 

cleared it and checked that it is working to full capacity, 

and are next arranging to install the liner. 

Also, Thames Water have finally acknowledged that the 

main problem - the foul drainage water that issues from 

the manhole in the middle of the road - is their 

responsibility. They will carry out a survey of the local area 

drainage network in order to identify the cause and then 

take remedial action. We shall monitor progress and 

intend to extend the scope to include the related problems 

similarly experienced in Bolney Road. 

Finally, the parish council attended an OCC Flood 

Prevention Seminar on 31
st

 October for an update on the 

latest flood prevention plans for the county. The OCC 

Emergency Unit are shortly to launch a model local flood 

emergency plan, which we shall take up when published. 

Meanwhile residents seeking to improve the flood 

resilience of their homes should refer to the  directory of 

flood protection products and services at 

www.nationalfloodforum.org.uk  

Proposed extension of the AONB 
A four parish Working Party was set up to review 

landscapes worthy of inclusion in an AONB. The exercise 

was completed in September 2014. 

A joint councils submission for extending the AONB has 

been made to Natural England, which is the competent 

authority for  considering such matters and we await their 

decision. A map representing the proposed changes can be 

found on the parish website’s planning page: 

www.shiplakevillages.com 

Cllr David Bartholomew’s community work 
Representing the residents of the nine parishes close to 

Henley, he is on the following County Council committees: 

Audit & Governance; Planning & Regulation and Cabinet 

Advisory Group on Income Generation. He attends most 

parish council meetings, providing written and verbal 

reports for each parish on county matters, together with a 

report on matters specific to a parish. In that context he 

works tirelessly supporting Shiplake Parish Council on 

many local matters, some of which include:  

Opposing the Thames Farm housing development and 

that at Chelford House on A4155; supporting the 

Experimental Traffic Order in Lower Shiplake; re-locating 

the speed camera near The Plowden Arms and the 20 

MPH Speed Limit proposals in the villages;  and budget 

support for parish council initiatives,  including costs 

related to the SVP Report, the development of the new 

parish website and punt restoration for the Wargrave & 

Shiplake Regatta.  

(A fuller version of this article referencing David’s 

involvement in the above, the 3rd bridge over the Thames 

and mineral extraction moving closer to Shiplake is 

available on the website.)  

Seasonal Fayre at our ‘Locals’ 
Mid-November, Christmas getting closer and some time 

to enjoy yourself perhaps….so, what’s on offer at our local 

shops and hostelries? Well, it’s game season too so Keith is 

well stocked with venison and birds through to the end of 

March, all locally sourced. He is already taking orders for 

Xmas turkeys. The Corner Shop has Xmas cards, stamps, 

wrapping paper, gift food items, mince pies and lots 

more…..they will also take orders for bread, fruit and veg. 

for collection on Xmas Eve. 

You can sample most the above and probably more at 

the Tasting Morning on Saturday 15
th

 November,  

including some of the Baskerville’s seasonal fayre, between 

9.00am and 12:30pm 

Their new Christmas Menu starts in December. Call in 
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and look over the menu or check it out on the website at 

www.the baskerville.com and whilst there think about 

booking a table for New Year Eve’s Dining & Dancing event 

with  a 5- course menu. Do not forget the annual Xmas 

Carols event starting at 4:30pm on Xmas Eve followed by 

drinks between 12am and 2 pm on Xmas Day. 

At The Plowden Arms, with their commitment to the 

tradition of using seasonal, local produce, they have 

something new on their menu every day, alongside their 

‘Holly’ and ‘Ivy’ Christmas party menus starting from 22
nd

 

November to 23
rd

 December. For New Year’s Eve they have 

their 7 course taster menu with a 7 course vegetarian 

alternative. Again, drop by for a pint and look at the 

menus, perhaps try out their popular ‘Pie & a Pint’ 

Wednesday evening specials. 

More information available by clicking on their website at 

http://www.plowdenarmsshiplake.co.uk/ 

If you are looking for live entertainment and something 

a little bit different, The Flowing Spring on the Henley/

Reading Road might fit the bill and, different again, Orwells 

has its new seasonal menu and dining events, alongside 

some new cocktails including ‘Mill Lane Bee’s Kiss’ and 

‘One for the Road’.  

So, lots to do and enjoy with friends and family …

basically make sure you are having some fun! 

Learning is Fun 
Shiplake CE Primary School 

 What a busy and exciting new School Year we are 

having!  We have welcomed 31 new children into our 

school family and I am pleased to report that all have 

settled nicely into their new classes.  As well as our new 

pupils, we are delighted to welcome three new members 

of staff; Miss Boucher as the class teacher for our Year One 

class, and Miss Twigger and Miss Donald as Teaching 

Assistants working with different years groups across the 

school.  As our school roll is growing – we have 196 pupils 

in school – so our staff numbers grow too.  There are now 

24 full-time and part-time staff, eight more than when I 

started at Shiplake nearly five years ago.  

The school celebrated Harvest Festival.  We all walked 

down to Shiplake Church and enjoyed a delightful service, 

delivered by Reverend Paul, and gave thanks for all the 

nourishing food we are fortunate to have.  Our school 

families donated produce for the Harvest display and this 

will be given to local charities for distribution after the 

weekend service.  

The children continue to enjoy a variety of after-school 

activities, including yoga, football, hockey, netball and art 

and crafts.  During the last summer term year over 80% of 

the children participated in an after-school activity of some 

type.  These clubs continue throughout the school year and 

we try hard to keep them running, even when the weather 

is against us!  

This term 30 of our Year 5 and 6 children are busy 

rehearsing ready for a mass-choir performance at the 

O2.  The event is called Young Voices and we have been 

attending it for the past six years.  It really is a most 

magical experience for both the children, and their parents 

and carers, who get the excitement of watching the show 

in the evening.  There are lots of tired children (and staff) 

in school the next day but many wonderful memories have 

been made and the younger children always look forward 

to taking their turn to perform at the O2! 

A big event in the school calendar for the Year 6 

children, is their annual residential visit to Bude, 

Cornwall.  Miss L (Year 6 teacher), Mr Tugwell (Year 4 

teacher), Mrs Trendall and Miss Mills (Teaching Assistants) 

accompanied 27 excited children to a lovely hotel in Bude 

to take part in a week crammed full of exciting (and 

exhausting!) outward bound activities.  The children 

abseiled down a huge cliff face, learnt how to surf, swam in 

the open-air sea pool, went on a very long coastal hike, 

honed their archery skills and canoed down the local 

canel.  They certainly needed the wholesome Cornish food 

on offer to help recharge their batteries after their long 

activity days!  They returned after their week away with 

many tales and stories  - already the Year 5 class are 

looking forward to taking their turn away next year! 

We held an Open Morning on Thursday 13
th

 November 

2014 with our Year 6 children taking groups on tour around 

the school and representatives from OCC Admissions Team 

on site to talk through the whole admission and application 

process. 

Shiplake Village Nursery – Latest News 
We are already feeling festive at Shiplake Village 

Nursery! The children have been busy helping parents 

prepare for the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 22nd 

November, which promises to be lots of fun with Elsa from 

Frozen and Father Christmas making guest appearances. 

Please do come along with your whole family and help us 

raise some well-needed money for the Nursery. 

The Autumn term seems to have flown by. Thirteen 

new children have been welcomed and settled into 

Nursery life and even in this somewhat wet and gloomy 

autumn weather they have enjoyed playing outside. The 

Nursery has continued to invest in bulbs and plants for 

next spring, so throughout the year the garden not only 

looks fantastic but it also provides many exciting learning   

continued on page 9                                                          
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Wargrave & Shiplake Regatta 2014  

The regatta took place over two days at the beginning of 

August with great weather, great crowds and great 

racing.    Nearly 1,000 individual competitors competed in 30 

events in a variety of different traditional river 

craft.   Participants of all ages (5 to 75 years) came from 

Wargrave, Shiplake and surrounding areas to take to the river 

in skiffs, punts and canoes.  A total of 359 highly competitive 

races took place with a number of close races and even a 

couple of dead heats.  A number of Shiplake residents were 

victorious in this year’s regatta, including Sandra Greenslade 

winning the Ladies Single Dingy title again, an event she last 

won in 2012.  The U12 Dongola race was won by the 

Lashbrook Loonies, a crew of children aged 10 from Shiplake 

Primary School; Amelie Blomfield, Becky Bradbury, Matt 

Crook, Oliver Doyle and Joel Trinder, steered by Joe Doyle. 

The ‘side by side’ dinghy race was won by Matt Crook, Oliver 

Doyle and Joel Trinder.   

For the intrepid, the regatta also hosts an open water 

swim, which took place at 06.30am on the Saturday morning.  

Over 70 swimmers took to the water on a beautiful 

morning!  Despite the strong Thames current from the 

overnight torrential rain, the 2000m race was won in an 

amazing time of 26 minutes and 37 seconds by Matt Baker. 

The 148th regatta takes place next year on Friday 7th and 

Saturday 8th August 2015.  Further information will be 

available on the regatta website: wsregatta.co.uk. The 

racing, the amenities, the enclosure get better and 

better…… Shiplake rowers and swimmers to start training 

now!  

Wargrave  & Shiplake Regatta 
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experiences too.  

In a few weeks time we look forward to our children’s 

Nativity (get your tissues ready) and hope the Primary 

School reception children will join us once again to share 

this with us. 

Last term’s theme of “fairy-tales” was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all and we are investigating "colours" this term. 

Next year we look forward to our Spring theme  “People 

who help us”, where the children get a visit from the local 

fire brigade and farmer on his big red tractor! 

Shiplake College - New Facilities Open 
A new era of teaching and learning has begun at 

Shiplake College, with pupils enjoying use of outstanding 

learning resources in the brand new John Turner Building. 

The building houses a state-of-the-art Lecture Theatre in 

addition to fully equipped Music, Art and Learning 

Development Departments, but the main attraction is 

undoubtedly the unique Thinking Space.  

The contemporary resource centre has proved an 

instant hit with boys and girls alike. Younger pupils enjoy 

use of the reading hive and pebble seating areas, while 

Sixth Formers flock to the independent learning area 

during private study periods. There is even an ‘Apprentice-

style’ boardroom for meetings and seminars. 

The new facilities are helping to energise the academic 

culture of the school, which received a further boost over 

the summer with the announcement of Shiplake’s best 

ever GCSE results. Thanks to pupils’ hard work, 

perseverance and innovative teaching, more top end 

grades were achieved than ever before. Particular 

congratulations went to seven boys who achieved a clean 

sweep of A* and As. At A Level, Sophie Arnold finished top 

of the year with A*AA and has now moved on to the 

University of Warwick.  

Pupils are enjoying a healthy balance with activities 

outside of the classroom, following the launch of a new co-

curricular programme. Pupils have the opportunity to try 

new things with numerous clubs on offer ranging from 

Ballroom Dancing to Cookery and Debating to Sound 

Recording. There is also another busy sporting calendar. 

First team rugby players have a huge ‘Friday Night Lights’ 

fixture to look forward to in November, played under 

floodlights at Henley Hawks RFC. Meanwhile, many Sixth 

Form girls have taken up rowing for the first time, and 

were treated to an unexpected bonus with victory in their 

maiden race at Worcester Head last month.  

There is a real confidence at the College that everything 

is in place to continue the significant progress made in 

recent years, with pupils enjoying every element of school 

life. 

Shiplake Scouts 
1

st
 Shiplake Scouts , Cubs and Beavers are well into their 

new year. Lots of fun activities have been planned or have 

already taken place. The bi-annual Spook Walk was 

immense and a great time was had by all. We had a 

successful “Ground Force Day” on Saturday 27
th

 Sept. 

where people came and just gave an hour or two of their 

time to help clear and paint the Scout Hut. The site is 

wonderful, but, it does need maintenance. What would be 

lovely is a new patio area. We have the paving slabs but 

are in need of sand to lay them. If anyone knows of 

somebody who has some sharp sand going spare or is 

willing to donate some, please get in contact. We are a 

charity that relies on fundraising and donations, so any 

little contribution is very gratefully received. 

 We are still looking for a new Scout Leader, and we are 

still looking for people who are willing to volunteer their 

time. Any little help is really appreciated whether it is 

helping on ground force days, once a term or coming along 

one evening to share a skill that you have. If you have an 

interesting job and you want to share it with the members, 

please get in touch. We have had visits from gamekeepers 

and dentists, but your job might be even more 

fascinating!  Similarly, if you need a small hall for an 

activity – things like band practice, drumming practice or 

just somewhere to have meetings, then please get in 

touch. The hall has a small kitchen and is available to hire. 

 Unfortunately, the Shiplake Guides and Brownies 

Groups have both folded and we really want to hang on to 

the Scouts. Please think very carefully to see if you can 

support this worthy cause. We really do not want to be the 

generation who could not keep a Scouts Group running 

after 102 years of existence. 

 Need more information…want to help? Please get in 

touch with us at: enquires@shiplakescouts.org.uk or find 

us on http://shiplakevillages.com or call Angela Jones on: 

07759839953 

Reflections from the Rectory 
By the time you read this it’s possible that the first 

Christmas lights will be twinkling in the village and 

surrounding areas. If not, they soon will be. 

Christmas 2014 will shortly be upon us – a time of giving 

and receiving, feasting and rejoicing with family and 

friends. A time also for us to remember the great story at 

the heart of the Christian faith – Jesus, God’s special gift 

coming to our world, taking the form of a human, living life 

to the full and ultimately reconciling the world back to God 

through his death and resurrection, the event that we 
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celebrate at Easter.  

But for many of us, our expectation of Christmas sadly 

isn’t borne out in the reality of what we experience. All 

that waiting, all that preparation and then something 

unexpected happens that derails our idealistic vision of 

what Christmas is or should be. 

How then, in the frenzy and busyness of preparing for 

Christmas - with Carols to sing, mince pies to make, 

presents to buy (let alone wrap!) – how can we really get 

ready for a truly wonderful Christmas?  

I want to suggest three practical things you might do: 

1. Think about how you can show love to your family 

The Christmas story we find in 

the Bible is much closer to ‘real’ 

family life than those we see 

portrayed on the TV. It’s the 

story of real peoples struggling 

with enormous challenges, 

supporting each other in and 

through difficult and complex 

situations.  As many of us 

know, Christmas time can be a 

time when our patience with family members and visiting 

relatives can quickly wear thin – grumpy in-laws (or out-

laws), quirky aunts and tipsy uncles……all overstaying their 

welcome.  

So best use Advent to get ready – pick up the phone or 

send a text, email or letter to say that you are thinking of 

them as they prepare for Christmas.  Imagine yourself in 

their shoes and hope (pray even) that they will know God’s 

gift of peace and joy this Christmas.  

2. Set realistic expectations 

One of the 

nagging issues 

with Christmas is 

that it has to be 

‘perfect’ and if it 

isn’t there’s often 

a huge sense of 

disappointment 

t h a t  c a n 

overwhelm us.   

But Advent is a season within the Christian year when 

we are challenged to lift our eyes and look to a wider, 

greater horizon – seeking to put everything in our world 

into the perspective of God’s overarching plan and 

purposes.  

If we are able to think that there’s something bigger 

(and better) being prepared for us we can realise that the 

stress and anxiety we often place upon ourselves to 

achieve a ‘perfect’ Christmas, isn’t really required.  So, take 

things down a notch this year, be realistic and keep things 

in perspective.  

3. Take time to deliberately slow down 

This is perhaps the hardest. With so many things to do, 

how can we slow down?   

Perhaps find a time at the start of each day in 

December to be alone, be still and quiet for 10 minutes, 

and simply ask God for his presence and peace to be his 

gift to you for the coming day. It does make a difference. 

Advent is a season of reflection 

and preparation – I hope you will 

find the time to do what you need 

to do to get ready for Christmas, 

but at the same time you’re able to 

enjoy the season of Advent 

through slowing down, pondering 

and reflecting on what’s really 

important.  I hope these three 

simple suggestions help you in 

some small way to discover what that might be for you and 

your family.  

I look forward to celebrating Christmas with you as we 

gather in the various special Christmas services in the 

churches of Shiplake, Dunsden and Harpsden.  

Revd Paul Bradish, Rector 

Henley Handibus 
How many people know about the The Henley 

Handibus, which operates in Henley and out to Shiplake 

and other local villages? Read on …it may be something 

that those who are restricted somewhat in their mobility 

could take advantage of. What is it and what does it do? 

The Handibus is a service provided by a charity formed 

some 30 years ago, with the remit to provide transport to 

people who perhaps do not have transport and would find 

it difficult to get out and about; it collects people from 

their front door! In the main it  carries people who are 

elderly or have limited mobility. Those with bus passes 

travel free and those who do not,  pay a small sum. 

Additional services can be paid for: for instance, on 

November 1st taking a group from the Rosemary Club in 

Shiplake to the Kenton Theatre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bus has regular runs. A number of these are to and 

from the Henley Over 60's Club, where they may have 

lunch, play bingo or ‘line dance’ and meet their pals. There 

are also shopping runs to Tesco and Waitrose and a 

shopping trip to Reading on the first and third Tuesday of 

every month. Passengers are collected in Shiplake regularly 

and more could be accommodated. If you or someone else 
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you may know in the community could benefit from this 

service please make sure you they know and you/they take 

advantage of this service.  

Any questions on when the service operates of how to 

use it, please contact Phil Perry on 07710 132740 or via 

email at post.perry@gmail.com.  

Phil Perry, Chairman, Henley Handibus 

Farm and Garden 
Autumn arrives in the Garden 

With the recent rain lashing down, it’s hard to think that 

not long ago we were enjoying the last warming rays of an 

Indian summer. The heavy rain takes my thoughts back to 

the early part of the year when so many Shiplake residents 

were affected by the steadily rising waters. This year’s 

flooding was particularly bad with many more people 

affected than in previous years.  With flooding potentially 

becoming a more frequent occurrence, the gardener may 

need to rethink the plants we grow in our gardens.  The old 

adage, “right plant, right place” springs to mind.  This 

mantra has been very much the guiding force behind the 

creation of Beth and Andrew Chatto’s garden near 

Colchester.  With every scenario of conditions, with the 

possible exception of Alpine, they have created a living 

guide book on how to plant suitably for the given 

conditions.  The challenge for us, living in a riverside 

village, is to find plants which will survive extended periods 

of high water tables as well as possible droughts.   

Unfortunately as gardeners there is very little we can do 

to avoid flooding  from rivers and streams, but we can 

lessen the effects of surface water flooding by creating 

areas of temporary storage for rain water.  By 

incorporating a green roof onto a bin shelter, shed or even 

a garage, we are helping to channel water away from hard 

surfaces.  The rain can then gently filter through the 

planting, joining the   drainage system at a much slower 

pace.  If surface flooding is severe and room allows, water 

can be directed into a series of “swales” which hold the 

water, allowing one to flow into the other as they fill.  The 

key here is choosing the 

correct plants. Hugo Bugg’s, 

RBC Waterscape Garden, 

Royal Bank of Canada garden 

at Chelsea this year was a 

beautiful example of a ‘rain 

garden’.  There are many 

plants which can be used in 

these types of gardens, 

certain Lobelias, Monardas, 

Rudbeckias, Liatris, Verbenas, 

Hemerocalis , Carex as well as 

the much loved Iris versicolor.  

To gain inspiration why not 

visit the London Wetland 

Centre Rain Garden in Barnes.   

Rain gardens are a relatively new way of gardening in 

the UK, and therefore I would love to create a data base 

for Shiplake residents of all the plants in your gardens 

which have survived periods of immersion.  If those who 

have been affected by the flood waters would like to share 

their planting experiences with me, I am happy to collate 

all the information, which I will later pass on to the village 

via the website and newsletter.  

Happy Gardening! Ana Mari Bull Landscape & Garden 

Design anamaribull@yahoo.com  

Shiplake Farm Bulletin – Autumn 2014 
Last time I wrote in June I mentioned how promising 

the crops looked before harvest.  It is always risky making 

predictions before the crops are safely gathered in but I am 

pleased to report that we have had record yields! The 

combination of sunshine and rain at the right time this 

spring provided almost perfect growing conditions. To top 

it off, the weather stayed on our side throughout harvest 

meaning that the combine barely stopped for six weeks.  

The poppies were the top performers as their morphine 

levels rocketed up during the heat wave in July. The only 

downside to such a good harvest is that famers across 

Europe had good yields too, which has reduced grain prices 

by over 30% but we can not have it all ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After such a miserable winter the cattle have been 

lapping up the sunshine this summer.  Cattle always seem 

to grow better in a dry summer as they spend more time 

grazing and less time hiding from the rain.  Nevertheless, 

as a result of last winter’s floods killing the grass we are 

still really short of feed for the coming winter.  Normally at 

this time of year we would bring the cattle indoors once 

the water meadows get too wet but this year we have 

grown kale opposite Shiplake School to make up for the 

lack of feed.  The cattle will graze this until January and 

then we will bring them inside for the rest of the winter. 

It was great to welcome over 400 visitors to our open 

day in June to find out a bit more about what we do.  We 

could not have done it without the Nettlebed Farming 

Club, who’s cake stall  raised over £500 for the Air 

Ambulance. Thank you for your support and we hope to 

see you again next year! 

Finally well done to all the team for such a successful 
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Parish Clerk                                       Mr R Hudson  07809 829628 

                                                       Email:shiplakepc@hotmail.com 

Shiplake Village          

Community Club 

Rosemary Club                                            Mrs J Bryant 940 3936 

                                                                        Mrs T Drew   9402823 

Scouts                                                  Angela Jones 07759839953      

SHADDO (Amateur                             Pip Collings  07799 646675 

Dramatics)                                                       www.shaddo.org.uk 

Tennis Club                                               Mrs C Cousins 940 1454 

Bowls Club                                           Mrs V Beaumont  9470535 

Football Club                                          C Wagner  07799 773296 

Shiplake WI                                              Mrs P Hudgell  940 2105 

Rector:                                                  Rev Paul Bradish  940 6098 

                                                                                              940 1549 

Primary School                                                                   940 2024 

Memorial Hall Bookings                                          0118 324 3303 

                                                                       www.shiplakehall.com 

Church Room Bookings                                  R Appleby 940 3837 

Corner Shop & Post Office                                                940 2932 

Butcher                                                                                940 2728 

Shiplake Motors                                                                 940 3125 

Baskerville Arms                                                                 940 3332 

Plowden Arms                                                                    940 2794 

Newsletter                              newsletter@shiplakevillages.com 

Shiplake Villages Plan                          svp@shiplakevillages.com 

Useful Information 

   Mr J Jenkins 940 2041 

year.  Not only have we won the best farmed mixed farm 

at the Henley Show for the second year running but we 

have also won first prize in the Nettlebed Farming Club’s 

best farmed farm competition.  It is a great reward for a lot 

of hard work from everyone, thank you.  

Wartime B17 Bomber crashes in Shiplake 
On November 13

th
 1943, 71 years ago, the American  Flying 

Fortress B17 bomber “Sunrise Serenader” crashed in the 

riverside fields at Shiplake with the tail falling in what is 

now Hennerton Golf Club. Nine crewmen died and one 

managed to parachute to safety. Two bombs exploded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crash was witnessed by Mary Burge from Shiplake 

and Jim Waldron from Wargrave whilst cycling to Henley. 

They were both 14 years old. Relatives of the crew have 

visited Jim Waldron many times over the years. The 

nephew of the pilot and family were in Wargrave in June 

this year. 

After witnessing the crash Mary returned home and 

made drawings of what she had seen. A part of the aircraft 

was dragged out of the Thames by fishermen in 2003, and 

there are other mementos, including some of the 

survivor’s parachute.  

A memorial to the crew was scheduled to be unveiled at 

noon on November 13
th

 2014 at Hennerton Golf Club 

overlooking the crash site, by the Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

in the presence of Brig. General Dieter Bareihs, US Defense 

Attaché. Mary and Jim will assist with the unveiling. Music 

will be provide  by the music master and pupils of Shiplake 

College. 

Latest Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of the Summer-Winning Entries 
The winning photo is Alan Bucket’s ‘Butterfly’ 

In joint second place are Charmaine Wood's 'Sunshine Days and Dog 

Walks' and Pippa Thomas' 'Poppies - close up'  

Superfast Broadband 

The most recent information indicates a start date 

of April 2015 with completion in June 2015 

SHADDO 

Keep an eye on the website for their next 

production rumoured to be Dick Whittington 

First Great Western 

Subject to consultation from May 2015 we can 

expect an improved ’rush hour’ service from 

Paddington  


